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T is very ſurpriſing and griev- 

ous to ſee the excellent Defign 
and Uſe" 
— y defeated that Church- 
warden (Who their very 
Manne, as conce 


Religion) ſhould 
do fo little for either ; and t 

"Qaths, the 26th Ca- 
non, Gr. ſhould | > 
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in Matters of 


. 


A T hat NPY. EP eminent Pre- 

late, Doctor Gibſon, has diſcuſſed 

this Matter in a ſtrong and moſt 

5 = - moving Manner : - and tells us, 3 

That by preſenting nothing, a 4 
« ſolemn Declaration is made in 
«the Preſence. of God, and the 
cc Church, by the Churchwar- 
ce dens, that in their reſpective 
« Pariſhes they know of 0 un- 

| « clean Perſon, no common Swear- 
<« er,” or Drunkard, 10 habitual 
N eglecter of Divine Service, nor 

e any others, \ who by their wicked 

Lives, are a public Scandal and 5 
0 Reproach to Religion 
By the egregious Neglects, and 
Indifference ff Churchwardens, 
in cs their Office, it hap- 
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| pens, chr the r the 
Buſineſs of preſenting from the 
 Tefles Synodales to them, though, 
no doubt, intended for the better, 
has had the very contrary. Effect. 
And the vigilant and excellent 
| Biſhop Gibſon obſerves again, 
2 ſince in all Places one, and 
c in ſome, both the Churchwar- 
0 dens are choſen by the Pariſhi- 
© oners (7. e. by thoſe, who are 
* chiefly to be preſented; and 
« that Choice oft- times made 
more with an Eye to their Skill 
cc jn ſecular Affairs, than to their 
<« Zeal for Religion) the Confti- 
< tution of our Church! in this 
« Particular is evidently i in a worſe | 


* State, than when the Ordinary 
B 2 « was 


„ 
ec was veſted with a Right to ſelect 
t particular Perſons out of every 5 
* Pariſh for the conſcientious Per- 
"66 formance of ſo important a 
„ 
3 with, I had uo © LOL . any 
8 of this Sort. But it is 
hardly poſſible to . avoid taking 
| Notice, that, in ſo populous a 
Pariſh | as Charbam, the Church- 
4 wardens could not find, amongſt 
-4 all | the Viſitation-Ir nterrogatori es, 
any ſingle Thing, that required 
ibeh Regard, or was thought ne- 
| cy, to: have a Place in their 
Freſentment- Pa per, delivered at 
the laſt M lichaelmas Viſitati jon. on 
Oath, into the Rev. Mr. Arch» 
deacon Henne 85 Court, but an 
„ 1 Article 


('s ) 
Article of -Complaint, - that 1 the 
4 ariſo-Reg iſter Was not kept in 
Cheſt under three Loks and 
Keys, as the. void. n di- 
rected. ert : of3 
One . lac 1 that 
this might have put them in mind 
of the 84th, Canon alſo, as under 
the very ſame Title Of Things 
appertuining to Churches, by which 
another Cheſt with three Locks 


and Keys, is required in n 


— thin. ond manyiother; 3 
1 more man Injn&iops: could | 
of ar And I hope to * 


it appear, to the perfect Satisfac- 
tion of every unprejudiced Perſon, 


that 


— 


(6) 


that there was no 
or Foundation to ground any rea- 
ſonable Complaint with reſpect to 
the 7oth Canon; which they have 
en fit to _ out for * 
Bone of Contention. CI 
As ſoon as the Affair about this 
Canon was known to be hotly 
agitated by the Churchwardens, 
I conſulted with my Friends, and 
were readily aſſiſted by them in 
opening all the principal Points, 
and Circumſtances, relating to the | 
Canon; and in ſhewing the Need- 
leſſneſs and Impropriety of the 
Attempt; as alſo in ufi ing t he 
moſt: cordial Endeavours to ſhut 
out Strife and [Diſcord ; ; and to 
preſerve Peace and Harmony in the 
Pariſh. . And, 


the haft Room 


10) 
And, in Confirmation of this 
Truth, it may be neceſſary to 
venture, and produce ſome of the 
Letters, which were wrote on the 
Occaſion they cannot fairly be 
liable to any ſevere Cenſure, it 
being clear enough, that they 


con nor be n for _ poke. 5 
of the Public: 
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A. of Chatham, z0 te \ commu- 
0 by Bim 7 "The Church- 


S113 wardens, &c. Kc. as be ' thought 
oe” ro” CIETLTE IF volt: W 330 
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deem, pt ary 70 . 
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3OOKs, and weichen of 
great Conſequence, repoſited 
in Pariſh Cheſts, have been bor- 
rowed out, and often loſt, to the 
' Diſappointment of learned and. 
inquiſitive Perſons, who have found 
= Directions to ſuch Places for them. 
2 Some have been much injured, 


| Won” almoſt eat up, by Worms 3 and 
= many rotted and deſtroyed by 


Dampneſs, ſo common in Churches. 
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| 92 Y 

1820 a the Method; Sir, of 
keeping Paiſh-Regiſters, as di- 
q ecte by the yoth Canon, it be- 
ing operoſes, overcharged with 
Fc and in a Manner imprag- 
ticable (as obſerved by the judi- 
eious and learned D Prideaux, 
in his celebrated Book of Direc- 
tions. to Shade dene is naw 


| hardly. uny where followed: © & 
It would therefore be very odd, 


2 ill-favoured, for any Church- 
wardens to contend for a Method, 


which has been found by Experi- 5 


ence to be very inconvenient; and 
ſior that; Reaſon diſcontinued al- 
moſt in every Place in every Nie- 
ceſe and Juriſdiction. ob hy 


8 Beſides, 


F 


{ 2o})  - - 
Beſides, there is a” 
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room F 85 1 0 W 


kay 5550 been ſu — 7 tis great 
1 by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- a 
That of 30 Car. II. Cap. 3. 
ſhowy $249 for burying in Woollen, 
requires all Mini ers to keep an 
exact Regiſter of all Perſons bu- 
ied,” without "any Notice of the 
Canon, here it was enjoined be- 
* The Churchwardens ſeem 
to be no farther concerned, than 
tis provide a Book at the Charge 

of the Pariſh==but it is the M. ini 

fer, that on b Default, is to 
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„ 
56 and / Mill. III. Cap. 6. in- 
titled, Certain Rates and Duties 
upon Births, Marriages, Sc. en- 
join all Miuiſters to keep a Regi- 
ſter of Perſons born, married, and 
buried, to vhich the Collectors 
ſhall have free Acceſs - and Mini- 
fers neglecting this, ſhall forfeit 


A 
9 and 10 Till III. 7 35. 


F or preventin g Frauds and Abuſes 
in the Duties on Marriages, Sc. 
require the ame of all. Aikens 
on Pain of 204. . 


x I b. " 


Though theſe two laſt Ads were temporary 
| ail yet the Force and Intention of them were 

the ſame with all others, during their Contind- 
ance, And it does not ſeem very probable it was 
ever intended, that the Collectors, when they 
had Occaſion to have Recourſe to Pariſh-Regiſters 


in . their Duty; as enjoined by theſe Statutes, 
BETTIE C 2 | Q ſhould 


(mw) - 
1 believe you will chin now 
fate Acts of Parliaments as 1 
do; and that Legiſlators. may de 
ſuppoſed to do in this Caſe, as 
every wiſe and ſagacious Man 
would in all Matters of Moment, 
i. e. keep them diſencumbered ; 
and as free and open for due Ex- 
ecution as ipolfible.--. + 4+ G08 
But, in ſhort, if by the profent 
Method of keeping the Regiſter, 
all is fully anfwered, which the 
Law intends ; and A- of 


Hhokd be obliged to go "le the Forms requi- 
red by the Canon. 

The Ads of Parliament; furely, ſuppoſe the 
Regiſter to be at the Miniſr Huus, who is fo 
Akrictly obliged to take all poflible- Care of it. 
And hither the Collectors have eaſy Acceſs, with- 
out the Trouble of going to the neee N 
(taties ER bool Cray: OY 6 


Births, 


4 
E 31 


£ 4 
on! 5 wo * 


Births, Sc. by the Miniſter only, 
ate allowed to be legal, and "Jaf- 
ficient Evidence, I do not ſee on 
what Foundation any Thing far- 
ther can be wanted, or deſired. 

It would certainly be very ab- 
ſurd to quit this Method, warrant- 
ed even by Ads of Parliament, 
and immemorial Cuſtom for any 
other, that carried not the moſt 

| promiſing Face of doing better; 3 

3 eſpecially for one, which has been 
tried, and found by no Means 
properly adapted to the Purpoſe. 
Pleafe to ſee Mr. Archdeacon Pri- 
deatit's - Directions, Section 100. 

| fmall Edition; where Hie Opinion 
on this Point will appear; and it 
R Ebe very difficult to find any 


1 Better 


better Authority. If this be going 
too be vou will be fo good as to 
excuſe; - = 1 P 
nt onatTt vo noiNbars, We) 
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IR, 17 0 ' Nov, 20, 1765. 


"OU. Fog a pacific Mann 
have always found you ſo; 
and eſteem you for it. And be- 
ing myſelf, I hope, a Well-wiſher 
and Friend to Peace, I take up 
my Pen again on the Subject, k 
troubled you with before. 61 and 
ſhould be glad, if you could make 


what I haye now to ſay, turn ta 
1 | ſome - 


* 


( 

ſome better Account chan the 
RY ES 4 L, 3 

The — — of a batte which 
PE to be growing up in fuch 2 
Pariſh as Chatham, muſt give great 
Pleaſure to the Breaſt of every 
Man, that would lend an Fad 
Hy it N 

Av Mr. W. ſeems to 1 too 0 ab- 


poirited to admit of calm Reaſon- 


ing, c. But Mr. C. appearing 
to be of a milder and more trac- 
table Diſpoſition, you have my 
Conſent to communicate the Con- 
tents of this Letter to him and 
then I have done with the Matter. 

SH expected to have had my laſt 
returned; and hoped, with ſonne 
Anſwer to it, containing the prin- 
afl: 8 |  Cipal 


3 


> 
. 
- 
bs — — — 
FEE. .. %˙ w ⁵]˙ OE 1 


- - 
S — ü rr. — eee * — 8 
F — — — 


ah Open, Wh conti: 
nuing to keep the Regiſter, as He 
I his »Predeceſſors have done, I 
1 preſurne, Time out of Mind. 
= : Such a Meaſure Would have 
3 7 4 greatly for Peace; as Mr. E. 
= no doubt, would be extremely 
= ready to remove any Complaint; 
tat appeared to _ ee 
' | Weight wit 5 jib: 0; boi 

78 12 I think, ſome Dagger to Char- 
bam: Pariſh was patiod from 
1 * | chriſtening Gillingham Children 
Es. at Chatham. Now I am fativfied, 
a | that neither Mr. on, nor 
23 Mix. F. are perfectly pleaſed with 
I this Thing andd it is the Impor- 
_ of i Jock e Who lire 


TR 


* 
\ 


* 3A 
9 MT 3 + vc —_ 
* : 
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TH (8 17 5 | 
Than li, vn,” which TIP gained 
their. Conſent to it. 1251 4 
But, though the Refuſal of i in- 
| dalging their Neighbours” in this 
great Oonvenictice 1 in Cafe of bad 
Weather, Se. would certainly be 
charged on the other Side as In- 
ſtances .of great Unlindneſs, &c. 
Fet it is nu to be imagined, but 
that on any faĩr Repreſentations 
of bad Sonſequences likely to at- 
tend this Indulgence to the Pariſh 
of Chatham, it would be imme- 
n diſcontinued. g 
But Mr. V. is rather inclined 
to puſh for V. fury; 5 and pleads ; a 
Query, he finds in the Viſitation 
Articles, exhibited at our learn- 


ed * s Primary Viſitarion, 
D and 


- 
1 oP 
. of 8 
dee, he 


deaux. 


(28) 


and Dr. cm 8 Authority put- 
ting more Streſs upon them, than 
may anſwer his Expectation. FI 
is a common Interrogatory in al- 
moſt all Viſitation-Articles ; : and 
has been on Foot above 200 Years 
— but to little or no Purpoſe. 
And Dr. B. (without any Diſpa- 
ragement to ſo worthy and uſeful 
an Author) will never ſtand i in the 


ame Light to the learned World 


with the ever memorable Dr. e 


Time, I fay Time, n= convin- 


ced us, that his Judgment 1 in the 
Caſe is perfectly ſound and unex- 


ceptionable. | People of enterpri- 


zing Tempers, may like to liti- 
| gate and oy, wh they can do 


in 


4. 

in the Spiritual Court; then in 
17:efminſter-Hall (Whither the 
Point in / Queſtion, I dare ſay, 
muſt come, on Account of the 
Acts of Parliament I have men- 
tioned to you) but at length will 
wiſh, Wy had let the i 
alone. SHUP {5 | 
However, for W Sake, 
ve will look on Mr. W. after a 
long expenſive Suit, in full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Palm and into the 
Cheſt the Regiſters ut: go. Well 
then there they are under 
three Locks and Keys. And nou- 
let us ſee, whether the Canon will 
| not appear operoſe, E the judici- 
ous Archdeacon of Huffoll deno- 
minated it. Certificates of Births, 
A. D.. ec. 


Us” 


Dispatch. But t 
ing to be got togethet to 


Delays may ariſe, and Hy many 
Repetitions become quite 
burdenſome. And, 
Variety of other Parti- F 
$1.9: Will advance to the 
wiag es which, dt is well 
many in 
5 3 when b come 


0 0 21 9 

aro in a Day — 
I 9 open the Cheſt; and then muſt 
Fruit the whole Time of the Cere- 
tony to ſhut it again- This is 
auutdidable, ad the Miniſter, the 
Parties married, and their Wit- 

Joon as the Office is finiſhed. 
What Work is here cut out? 
Though it may ſerve as Matter 
of Entertainment to the Neigh- 
bourhood, to ſee the Churchwar- 
dens 1 running back ward and for- | 
ward % often to the Church, on 

fo i ahd needleſs an Errand. 
Fet, methinks, I ſhould be real- 
Iy. glad to ſee Mr. V. putting 
the Bob ks into the Cheſt, in or- 
der to enjoy the ſingular Pleaſure 


* 
E%.F * . 


\ CT 


— 
* 
% 


oofditgod 

65, 
OU may Wunden to ſee 

d again, after I had told 

4 late Epiſtle, that 1 would 

not concern myſelf any 1 in 
Bat ham Diſpute. But 


ing to tell 


62850) 
= the Complaint, put about, of Fey 
IJ regiſtering Children, eſpecially II- 
= le gitimates of Gillingham Pariſh, 
without making any proper and 
neceſſary Diſtinction, with regard 
to uch Children, was an Objec- 
tion of Conſequence, if true; 
and what might alarm and offend 
almoſt every Pariſhioner, and 
would likewiſe affect what had 
been wrote by me on the Subject, 
he very readily ſhewed me the 
Regiſter; and I muſt tell you, 
that 1 found with great Pleaſure 
the Charge to be i falſe and 
groundleſs, 
And as his Entries are chiefly 
brought from the Minute-Book, 
carefully kept in the Veftry- 


Room, R 


| 
f 
' 
| 
4 
i 


and when one ickgpuces, Gil- 


And 1 0 the 4 Ad 


to be wondered at; and muſt be 


looked upon as very diſengenuous 
inflammatory, and unbecoming 
the Promoters of i . 


- 


lingham i is put ag 
and the Baſtards are diſtir 
in . Manner, as, I am conſi- 
dent, would ſatisfy any Judge of 
Jury whatſoever. „ 

In ſhort, the Regiſter | is kept 
* fuch Order, and with /o much 


r 


„ 
to attend it to any Court i in Fork * 
 minſter-Hall. e 
As you love Peace, and oa ; 
Neighbourhood, : you are comimiſ- 
ſioned to make what Uſe" you 


—=— of f this, A 
82 " Hp LEY 


| Theſe Led (though ſo well 
dende having availed nothing 


towards abating the Impetuoſity 
of the Churchwardens, but the 


Conteſt muſt be puſhed on, I was 


willing now to try myſelf, I 
could be more ſucceſsful, in al- 


laying the Heat of it, by addreſ- 
ſing direct one of the Church= 
wardens; ; and wrote him the fol- 


lowing. YEE” Ing 


*— 


( 4 ) 


Mr... De 14, 0765. 
Vo may be aſſured, that it 


. would be a very great Concern 
to me (after having been Miniſter N 
of Chatham almoſt 20 Years) to be 

obliged to enter upon a Law-Suit 
in the Spiritual Court, and pro- 

buably in Veſiminſter- Hall alſo (I 

was going to ſay) about nothing. 
For, ſurely, it muſt be looked ö 
upon as a pretty ſtrange Byent, 
that Mr. . ſhould come forth, 

and ſo vebemently contend for the © 

Force of a Canon, which, though 
6 - had its Source in the Reign 1 

Henry, the VIIIth, has yet, in ſo 
long a Tract of Time, gained but 8 
little F ſooting in the Wen. 
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«40 _ S 3 5 
4 . 
2 — aa N — 222 * __ 
4 


07 
1 believe, there are e very fo 


. 


whole Kingdom, where it has 
been uſed, or where it has not 
been found impracticable, when ; 
tried. | 
You chöught you had gained 
ſome great Advan tage over us, 
from the Queſtion about the Re- 5 
giſter-Book, which was put into 
the Viſitation-Articles, concern- 
ing the Cheſt, &c. when my Lord 
Biſhop of Rocheſter firſt viſited 
his Dioceſe. But when his Lord- 
ſhip viſited the ſecond. Time, it 
was aſked; © Have you a Re- 
. oiſter-Book of Parchment care- | 
« fully kept 9” All that Was in- 
zended, there i is Reaſon enough to 
E 2 believe, 


% 


Fo 28 
believe, by | the fr Interrogatory, 


though with more. Words. ; And 


4 


as J will warrant, and: make ;it 


r 4% 


appear, that our Regiſter; is care- 


n 


5 4 * 


fu 1 Lebt, it is very wonderful, 
that i s 86> þ not be thought 
= efficient at, C batham, as well as 
in other Parihes, - +7 | 
If you. would fit down, and 
reaſon calmly. on the Subject, 


i - 


* | 


you would certainly be convinced, 


211 


how much Puzzle and Perplexity 
the Execution, of vour Scheme ä 


4 ta 444 


"muſt « cre ate in the Pariſh. I. | am 
Very ſe ſer 8 


1 


ble of .; it — too much fo, 


LOW 


as to ma ake myſelf too eaſy an In- 


* 


ſtrument in bringing it on, in 


Tn 


" A Place chat 1 . and am bound 
0 vil well *. 21 1 s & Wade 


a So 

PE ſhould. be glad you would do 
me the Juſtice, to think, this. of | 
| me, and pay a little more Regard 
to me and my Office. : 
However, you will be pleaſed 
| 12 favour me ſo far with your At- 
tention, | as to be adviſed by me 
not to let your warm and various 
Purſuits carry you to Points, that 
; the Limits of Your Office do no 
5 Way empower you to. .touch ” 

Such Attempts will only ſerve to 
bring ; a great Deal of unneceſſary 


2A great many Copies of an Hymn for Chrift- 
mat Day, of fix Stanzas; and underneath John 
Careneuve and William Wi theridge, Churchwardens 
of the Pariſh of Chatham, 1765, had been lately 
printed—and, there is a great Deal of Reaſon to 


wWelieve, intended to have been made Uſe of in 


Chatham Church, if it had not been properly ſig- 
nified, that 15 ſuch Power did ry to _ * 
of a Churchwarden, 


11 9 Expence, 


3 Expen Sc. on * 
5 | | | ſome on yours, G C. ors 2 
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Soon after chis, Notice was ſent 


1 were provided and in a little 


that the Regiſter was expected at 


nay quite tired out with ſo many 
repeated Ads of Incivility, I re- 
ſolved to get rid of ſo much Vex- 


But 5 8 not — qu 15 


Letter comes, and threatens very 


1 Notice 


1 that the Locks and Keys 


2 hatham forthwith, And thus 
hurried, and unworthily treated, 


Time more I was acquainted, - 


3 
5 
ation CY to deliver up che | 
4 \S * 
1 Book. * 
- 8 = | 
bk 3 
. 25 


enough in my Motions to ſatisfy 
my Antagoniſts; and anotber 


hard. I returned an Anſwer to 
it-—-and the A hole is forth com- | 
n need not ow take 


—— — 


650 
"Notice of any more of it than the 
Concli, offon—=which" is, To put an 
End to all this weariſome Work--- | 
as you will not be convinced of f 
the Trouble you are bringing on, 
| your own — till vou have 
thoroughly felt it. And as there 
is uſually a General Veſtry of the 
Pariſhioners on Eaſter Monday, 
; the Regiſters ſhall then be brought; . 
and if the Majority are for diſpo- 
ſing of them, as the Bun n 
directs, ſo let it be. 

This Letter was dated Eb. 20, 
1766, about foe Weeks onlt: 9 k * * 
: for Eafter. „ 
And #w'the Impatience and 

: Vigernel of ' theſe Pariſh-Officers 


for V. W will appear in their 


0 true 


: 
1 


Eye. 2 wit 
| ow and C gigs I Was iner grell 
ber Church wardens in Writ ting, 
that a V eſtry was held on the 
= 24th of February, when it was 
agreed, that there could be no 
ſufficient Reaſon, why the Regi- 
ſter-Book ſhould be kept out of 
the Pariſh will Eafter; and there- 
fore it was ordered, that the Book = 
ſhould be immediazely brought to 

the Veſtry- Room; and if it was 
not immediately complied with, 
ſhould incur the Diſpleaſure of 

the Pariſhoners,—create Animo- 
ſities, &c. Sc. I was further 
acquainted, that the Churchwar- 

1 * were authorized to uſe ſuch 
8 9 Meaſures 
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Dos - Manes 
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very next Day. 
3 W 'ork ind 
ore I advance any fur- 
is my diſagreeable Un- 
— it will ap- 
pear, as the Matte 
as, made to 
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ing the large Extent of Chatham 
Pariſn, and ifs very nun * 
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Perſons ; and I find only 19; Hands 


to this laſt * | rrying Affair 5 tho' 
it ſeemed to forebode (without my 
immediate gu bmiſſion) ſome very 
imminent ee to N AE 
Place. - It OO] 87! 375. SUDO 

But to return to my. Sry — 
ſent in a few Hours, after the 
Notice of this laſt Veſtry, che 
following Letter to the C | 
Ws 4 e 244 U :8Þ 21 1. 


7 } 1 
| & vs * (Ga * \ 133 &# + 4 


— Lu Xi sg 3 1766. 


V Truſt, 1 can day with great 
Truth, that I have fincerelyen- 


deavoured to Aas my Duty, 


AA 97 U 3 Ft 2 1. 103 hy ; 4 5 i 2 


* The Neceſſity of Ditch, Ge, Ec. will oc- 


caſion Inaccuracies and Errors, in Thitigs of this 


Sort; and R An are now 


| m_ 2 


1 F 2 98 


r 


undue Returns to me far from 
it. But you now give me to un- 
an, - Wan 1 am ingurtäng, all 


| create great haba. 
le —_— with 3 Demands 


But I can never believe it, as 
my Aim is to prevent cauſeleſs 
rouble to them, and 


needleſs Interruptions in th. 
conſtant Buſineſß. And 


will, in due Time, evi- 
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ſedate, | peaceable, unprejudiced | 
Perſon, I can by no Means en- 
tertain any ſuch Apprehenſions, 
as you inſinuate, there will be fo 


much Danger of. 


I I moſt heartily and FRE wiſh; ; 
I could not retort the Accuſation 
on you, Of fomenting Diſputes | 
and kindling ill Blood among our 
N eighbours and for h. real 
Service any farther, than ſhewing 
Power and Authority, I could 
never be informed. And I am 
certain, at the Upſhot of the 
whole Matter, you will have no 
Kind of Thanks for the Expen- 


ces and Vexation you put them 


to. t ft 


— 


Many 


on too violently, and with 
corum. Vet, nf 
raking any Adrantage of 
precipitate Proceedings, 
ting you go on with your 


your Errors, and reaſoned with 
calmly on the Subject 
which woule 
you ſeem mue 
admit of any Trapi 


3 


OY 


— erp na rs 


— 9 re ies om ts 


wiſh well co 5 
ſome. other Bu 
than hat you mention to me. 


* 


* LN Nothing 


5 ) 
0 _ Nothing: can nom occaſion: the 
; ip ant , Advice, but a violent 

Spirit, and Love of Litigiouſneſs; 

which - moſt Men of any Note 

would 1 at the utmoſt Daſlgnec 

* Cons — coke thee; as 

there is uſually a General Veſtry 

on Eaſter Monday, and fu bject to 

uo ſuch Objections, as the ref 

commonly are, the Regiſter ſhall 

: rity- ſhall ; determine; and what 

other Motion would you have 
made? 

But as 1. fear that nothing, a 
which is faid by me, can ſtop 
Jour Journey, I hope, that after 
. Council has been informed 

* of | 
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and then there will be an End of 


all the Trouble, which has been 
given to yours, 


5 2 F. * 
* 
„ * 
jo 4 
” a+ * » >, 


t 


a (as it Was 
gueſſed) would not be diſap 

ed in their Scheme, but made Uſe 
of their Commiſſion, and 


2 r * 


15 Copying being a tedious Work, eſpecially of 
one's own Letters, c. and hardly poſhble to be 
done verbatim, the few Variations, that will now 
and then happen, muſt be excuſed—when the 
ſame Senſe and Meaning may be expreſſed in dif- 


ferent 1 _ a ri of Wendel We” 


( 4 h 

for London. But as they could 
find neither Proctor, Attorney, 
nor Council, to give them any 
Encouragement, they came Home 
again, and were obliged (though 
greatly againſt the Grain) to let 
the Affair ſleep till Eaſter Monday. 
And then the Regiſter was carried 
to Chatham, and the following 
Addreſs made by me to the Veſtry 
(where. there was not a Man, 
Who attended at my” Inſtance— 
though great Oppoſition was ex- 
pected, and ea accord- 
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entlemen . 


ö ua — of this Dey, 1 


litels Ferment in i the Pariſh. 
the Sake — my Mind, A 
. 


0 Sen of ir 10 0 __ J F 
the a Appearancs of nya? Blame 


Charge of F * 
raiſing the Diſſenſions, which have 


1 gained too much Ground amongſt 
* cou 


(4) 


I ſhould not eaſily forgive my- E 


ſelf, were I in any Manner con- 
 ſcious of being guilty of kindling _ 
a Flame, and diſturbing the Peace 
of a Pariſh, whoſe Intereſts, Har- 
mony, and Happineſs, I am fo 

deeply concerned to promote. I 
hate Strife and Contention from 
the Bottom of my Soul, as gene- 
rally attended with much Confu- 
ſion, ill n, and. waxy vil 
Work. 

And I 8 I may be FR 
4 upon (I am ſure my Office 
ſtrictly requires it) as a ſincere 
Well-wiſher to Unity; and as one 
ſenſible of its being a moſt con- 
ſummate ande diffuſive Bleſ- 
40g. PR 


G 2 I flat- 


. 
* 1 
W e N n 2; 


2 ( 44 ) 
1 flatter myſelf, that I ſhall never 
4 its being compared to the 
very Unction of the High- Prieſt 


| of God, and the Fruits of Unity 
and holy Concord made to reſem- 
Ble the precious Qintment---com- 
pos'd of the richeſt Spices, and 


throwing around its fragrant ys 5 


3 Oden 


Thus, ſurely, does Unity. 


and God forbid, that any Mini- 
| ſter, of his holy Goſpel, ſhould 5 


ever obſtruct its 3 and 


grateful Influences 
But it is Time oO x: Jeſcend 


_ Particulars ; which 1 will do; : 


and take my Riſe from that of the 
preſent Altercation, as founded on 


the 8 1 0 — hit Canon Z 
| the 


(45) 
the Pariſh-Regiſters are demanded 
by the Churchwardens out of my 
Hands, in order to be * 
as it directs. © 53 
Now it ouſt be Hain again, 
that Pariſh- Regiſters | were firſt 
thought of, and ordered to be 
provided by, Lord Cromwell, in 
153 8---and' afterwards approved 
| of and confirmed by King Ed. 
ward and Queen Elizabeth; as 
plainly — 8 . e 
tions. n 
In 1603, EW Cache was 
| chiefly framed and compiled from 
theſe faid Injunctions. and, no 
doubt, well intended, but unfor- 
tunately made too circumſtantial, 
e e e, e e 
an Zo The 


(46) E 
The late very learned and 
Fray excellent Archd 


Suffolk days of it, « That's its * 
9 * operoſe, * and- I: * Per- 


4. 1 intervene, in a > Miter im 
yy practicable, it is no 10 iner 
e in all Particular 
And I believe it was never al. — 
into Uſe in many Pariſhes - very 
8 probably * in this---and if it 
ever was, the immemorial Diſuſe 
of it {or any Canon) in the Opi- 
nion of learned Men, very much 
abates and weakens the Powered. 
Force of it. a 
"Apa. great won 
he that (at length) after a 
| 5 long 


«m 


( 47 ) 
long Space of above 200 Ne, 
and after the 7 mpratticableneſs of 
| this ſaid Canon had been /6 abun. 
darttly experienced, that ſuch a 
Stir ſhould be made about it ; 
and ſo much Streſs put upon the 
Uſe of it in his Pariſh---which, 
by the very Populouſneſs of it, 
might make it ure impracticable 
bere, if it was not ſo On ſo in 
E | 
It could. not W there- 
ſore, that my Compliance, in 
ſuch « Caſe, could be had, wirb- 
out my making ſome Remonſtran- 
ces, Ar 4 ſhewing ſome Diſlike to 
a Proceedi ing, ſo big of Trouble 
and Perplexitics, and without the 
— of any real Service. | 
I ſhall 


(48) „ 
T ſhall not ſay how 1 have been 
treated on the Occaſion; g but whe- 


ther deſervedly or not, I ſhould be 
glad t to leave the whole Word. to 


judge. 1 2 2 
But 1 have the eta & "i 
ing ſatisfied i in my Mind, that the 
Oppoſition, warm as it is, is in- 
tirely without any Proper Foun- 
| dation 2 and that it is Y. iftory, 
which muſt be principally aimed 
at in the Conteſt---though, con- 
hidering my Age and Infirmities, 
no great Difficulty nor H onour 
might attend 1 fach a Conqueſt. 1 
ſay then it is Y ietory, which muſt 
| chiefly be in View. hat elſe can, 
with any plauſible Reaſon, ; be 


alledged for the Vuntenſten 7 If 
| a Re- 


* 


i * (49) 
a Regiſter, ſays Dr. Prideaux, be 
| kept in every Pariſh; and all 
| Chriſtenings, Marriages, and Bu- 
rials, duly regiſtered therein---al/ 
1s fully executed Ng the Lau 
requires. 

I have often Coalfidd my VO" 
Deſire to have every Objection 
againſt my keeping the Regiſter 
(as uſual) ſtated and repreſented. 
in as full and ſtrong a Manner as 
poſſible whether any Omiſſons, 
Meglecis, or Abuſes had been 
committed; and who had ſuffer- 
ed, or had any juſt Reaſon to 
make Complaints of this Sort. 
But nothing, worth my Notice 
or Anſwer, has been charged 
unleſs the Allegation, founded on 

H me 


Ca) 
the Regilter's being kept ant of 
the Pariſh may be thought fs. 

But I perſuade myſelf, that no 
great Weight will reſt here; and 
that the ill Uſe made of my living 
out of the Pariſh, will evidently | 
appear to ſtand on : the Sant 
Bottom. | * 1 0 
1 am often in the Pariſh, 1 
did the Duty of it as long as my 
Health would permit me. And 
even now 1 preach every Sunday 
at the Chapel in the Pariſh; and 
conſtantly attend the Monthly 
Sacraments - and one would 
think, that my happening to lire 
at Rocbefter (the Occaſion of which 
is Well known) could never, with 


ve! and ne People, 
be 


. . 
+ 44 4 


1 . 
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(81 j 
be made able” to "oy Exeep- 


And with een to PE Re- 
titer, if Acceſs to it may be had 
| alnioft as ſoon where i it has ſo long 
been, as if it was kept 5 in the Pa- 
riſh of Chatham, how groundleſs 
and Ablürd (u nleſs Boundaries of 
Pariſhes imply more than I ever 
knew attributed to them) muſt 
the Clamour be, which is ule 
about its being kept out of it? 


I think, every unbiaſſed Peta 
can eafily ſee and apprehend, that 
4 Certificate, & c. whereſover 
wanted, can be procured with % 
Trouble and greater Diſpatch, by 
the | Raſt? s being in my Cu- 

b2 H 2 tody 


Te). 

tody (ſeldom. from Home) that 
by applying to my Curate — ſeek- 
ing after two Churchwardens (all 
probably liring at a confiderable 
Diſtance from each other, ma | 

| not be at Home, Gen and they 
| by goin g to "Chatham Chu rch be- 
fore the Atteſtation can be : had. 


\ HSE '$ 4 1 


Such Caſes, and. e ot 
| which might be mentioned, thew 
the Canon to be operoſe full of 
many, tedious, and unneceſſat T 
Circumſtances ; EY 102 Soneguepty 

| impratticable, by Er 


For ſuch 8 and; Ariking 
Reaſons then, I know not "os 
to doubt, but moſt of the Gen- 
flemen here will . -of Qpanign, 
80 3 that 
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(93) 


ing the Regiſters, FE th moſt 


eligible, and ſubject to the feweſt 
Objestions and Trouble not La- 
ble t to the Miſtakes, which may 
ariſe from the Ingterruptions and 
Hurry, likely to attend the 
Regiſtering (twice on every. Hun- 
day, as enjoined by the Canon) 
from Burials 525 private Baptiſms, 
viſiting the Sick, Ge. great 
Confuſion will probe 1 
But . if the Majority rail 
determine for employing | the 
Cheſt at all Adventures, and in 
ſpite of all the Inconveniencies, 
that are ſo cafily foreſeen, I will 
Immediately, accordin 8 to my 
en 
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. 
Prechik deliver up all e Ne- 
eee in it. 7 Sci 
The Reſult was, that al Be 
gitter for Births and Burials muſt 
be committed to the Cheſt—-- but 
clearly "for the Sake of N iBory,. as 
15 5 2 Ele Inſtance of any Da- 
„ any Ine onvenience what- 
40 e Pattth, could be 
Te thy keeping the Re-. 
giſter; - for any, as more likely 


| £ fo 


pen for the Tuküte, "than 
had done for almoſt 20 Yea 
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Bot one very, extraordinary 
Tranſadtion ; remains Foy our for 


of # 
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Th de, has been ablerved- already, 
that 


that a Veſtry was held Dec. 29, 


1765 -hen it was ordered, that 


the Regiſters for Marriages, Births, 


and Burials, ſhould be kept at the 


Church, according to the 7oth 


Cann. 


But ee all this, 


a diſpenſing Power muſt be uſed. 


And as the Regiſter for Marriages 


is fu ppoſed to be frequently want- 


ed,” and the Trouble, which the 
Officers had been ſo often fore- 


warned of, now duly appre- 
hended---755s Regiſter is mot 


allowed to attend the other into 
the Cheſt, . but left to riſque its 


Fate, with the Surplice and o- 
ther Things, almoſt. in wad - 


; e. | © A . * * 
. 


=. 


They cannot be ignorant, 
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- So much Arbitrarineſs is aſto+ 
- niſhing—and it is hardly poſſible 


to believe, that Pariſh- Officers 


ſhould be fo inconſiſtent | with 


themſelves, as to run counter to 


8 their o Orders of Veſtry, al- 
| moſt as ſoon as made; and violate 


the very Canon, they had raiſed G | 
much Diſturbance about. 


having had of late this Canon /o 


much in View (that it requires 


the Names of all Perſons chriſten- 
ed, married, and buried, to be 


wrote or recorded; and whether 


in ane Book or more, the /ame 
Care muſt, be taken of all. And 


therefore, as the preſent. Method 
of n the Regiſters « of Bap= 


WG tiſms, 


a 
JA ts 4 * 
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tiſms, Marriages, and Hurials, is 
not allowed to be ſufficiently; ſe- 
cure, but muſt be made ſo by be- 
ing put into the Pariſh-Cheſt, 
they muſt all of Courſe (being 
look'd upon of equal Impor- 
tang) be ſecured in the -—-= 


1 cantabt be the leaſt 
room for any Demur about it 
with fair, uniform, and ingenuous 
Perſons. S . 


But 1 ta © de my! Fats well of this 
Subject, and; -methinks, with ſome 
comfortable ExpeRation, that our 
ew Officers will be more ſedate; 
follow the Things, which make 
for Peace ; and likewiſe ' know 
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